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Topic: Women

By Judith Martin

As propaganda theater,
the women'’s liberation play
at the Church Street The-
ater fails because it's funny,

In an inventive combina-
tion of acting, pantomjme
and near-dance, the Boston
Caravan Theater's “How to
Make a Woman"” get across
the idea what everybody al-
ready knows and everybody
keeps forgetting at the cru-
cial moments: that sex is
ludicrous, undignified and
just plain silly looking. And
they don’t even try to sug-
gest a betler way to pass
the time.

In true Good Cause The-
ater, this should be some-
bhody’s fault, But the heavy-
handedness of suggestions
that man is doing this to
woman through his nced of
a weak (obedient wife) or
strong (bossy mamma) fig-
ure is softened by “the
touches of common human-
ity that can be seen beneath
the caricatures. After all,
nobody, male or {emale,
really wants to take out the
garbage,

And the best satire is not
when the sexes torment
cach other, but when they
please each other. One long
scene in which a man and a
woman simply sniff and
grunt appreciatively around
cach other 1s devastating
enough to make you want to
spend your evenings playing
chess.

“HOW TO MAKE A WOMAN,” pre.
sented by the Caravan Theater of Bos-
fon. Play developed from Improvisa.

THE 'CAST
olf . ... Joseph Volpe
Hunter Davld_Sfarr Kiein
Mary . Barbara Flelschmann
Al .. ... Allie Singer
Manneauin ... .. Anno Barclay

The plot, developed from
the actor's improvisations, is
simple enough to sound
crude in  summary. Two
women go shopping for ap-
propriate dresses (symbol!
symbol!) and unhappily try
to fit themselves into what
is on the ready-to-wear mar-
ket —sex  object  dresses,
meek helpmate dresses and
dominant mother dresses.
But instead of carrying it to
the point of announcing that
every woman needs a good
custom dressmaker, the plot
lingers in the dressing room.

Through body movements
and imposed light patterns,
the scduction that a bit of
cloth can offer, or the pretty
confines of a house are
deftly suggested. The only
thing missing is a suggestion
that there’s a sensible world
out there somewhere for
both men and women, and
perhaps, while we're all so
engrossed in sex, there isn't.

The play will be presented
again tonight,
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