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“FOCUS ON ME!,"” the first venture of
the new Chicago Women's Theater
Group, is a small but thoughtful piece of
self-discovery theater, which is having a
modest but fairly graceful production in
Mundelein College's Galvin Hall, 6339 N.
Sheridan Rd.

Written by Bobbi Ausubel, cofounder of
the Caravan Theater in Cambridge,
Mass., “Focus on Me!" traces the
struggle of a filmmaker whose idealiza-
tion of strong womanhood paralyzes her
attempts to make her next movie. She
must come to terms with memories of
her incompetent mother, learn to ap-
preciate her own motherhood, and under-
stand that sometimes one has to accept
weakness to be strong.

All that isn't as heavy-handed as it
sounds. Ausube! has an intelligent, warm
way of compressing complex emotions
into simple sentences. She also dares to
split the action into dream fantasy, reali-
ty, and memory scenes — then gets it all
said without too many awkward shifts.

JUNE PYSKACEK, the only woman
who regularly has found directing jobs in
Chicago, balances each character to
show the tough and soft qualities in us
all. There are three generations of
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females — the filmmaker (Susan Mor-
gan), her daughter (Lynne Strimling),
and her mother (Patricia Gallagher),
plus a gauzy [antasy child (Marilyn Per-
kins) who lives comfortably in a tricky
place in our imagination, and a film
assistant (Danitra Vance). K

The production continues Saturday and
Sunday, then skips a weekend and’runs
Dec. 9 and 10 on Mundelein's shallow,
difficult stage. Marilyn Kollath, the ex-
ecutive director of the Chicago Women's
Theater Group, says a better space will
be found for the spring offering.

"IN THE MEANTIME, the group invites
women playwrights to submit scripts for
possible production or use in monthly
playreading sessions (7100 N. Greenview
Av., §737080).

Kollath and her associates started plan-
ning the group last year, in an cffort to
provide more professional encourage-
ment for women in the theater.

We may want to think we're all beyond
that kind of sexual specialization, but
‘unfortunately, the preponderance of plays
/written ‘and _directed by men with all-
male casts in this city suggests other-
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