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THE CARAVAN: -

‘You can be in theater and 1
- polities at the same time’ ‘-

Below, Joe Volpe fashions “the perfectly trained woman” (Anne
Barclay) in “How to Make A Woman.” At right: Bobbi Ausubel and
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THE Caravan Theater is a
political theater in Cam-
bridge. It didn’t start out that
way but discovered itself po-
litical as it went along. It is,
then, like a lot of us nowa-

days. Not exactly politicised
or radicalized —really it is

both of these: but also neith-
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~er—these being vogue terms

falling tentatively from lips
to be replaced, their replace-
ments to be replaced. The
Caravan Theater is in pro-
Cess.

That is, it is in The Process,
the same one everyone else is
in; part of which is to eventu-

Deckle McLean is on the staff of Globe Magazine. Nadine
Rosenthal of Cambridge made the photographs.
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Stan Edelson.
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ally realize you ARE in the
process, at which point you
can cease being frantic, and
settle down to work. The
Caravan appears to have
reached the steadying recog-
nition that no matter how
fast you move, it will take a
long time.—“We might be all
wrong but we're moving
somewhere” —They do not,
however, seem to laugh

much about it.

Laughter, though, is a con-
servative noise—when a sit-
uation is completely impossi-
ble it is funny, but when you
think you can do something
about it, you straighten your
face—and the Caravan ad-
mits only one conservative
influence, that of art. —*“To
me what's important is art.
You've got to have both. If it’s
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just politics it doesn’t work.
But when you have both it’s
great. You can be in theater
and politics at the same
time.”—And so, no matter
how far toward the seem-
ingly radical the company
leans, it remains upright, bal-
lasted by the discipline of
fielding productions that suc-
ceed as theater. The require-
ment of communication,

then, is a great gyroscope. It
holds back those who would
rush ahead, and it drags the
laggards on. And whoever
ignores it is out of the ball
game. The Caravan Theater
company seems to under-
stand. It began, after all, as
theater. not as politics.
u

WE are sitting in 3 living
room in the Harvard Epworth

continued

The
possible

dream

The spirit of Don Quixote captured forever. A perfect subject
for Lo Scricciolo with humor, pathos and insight perfectly
blended to capture the human spirit. Ideal Christmas gifts,
these ceramic sculptures can be chosen to match the
recipient’s profession, such as doctor, lawyer, clergy,
teacher, architect, journalist and many others. Visit Bigelow
Kennard, exclusive dealers for Lo Scricciolo in New England,
and meet Mr. George Franconeri on Tuesday, December 1,
and Wednesday, December 2. He will tell you more about
the tradition of Lo Scricciolo. To find a warmer present would
be truly an impossible dream.

The Don Quixote $95

BIGELOW J| KENNARD

384 Boylston St. Boston « 266-2070

Fine jewelers since 1830

FIREPLACE ASSOCIATES
GLASS SCREEN

Any Size - 9 Finishes
No Polishing Required

BRING YOUR FIREPLACE
PIIOBLEIS TO CUR 2 LOCATIONS

E. G. WASI-IBURNE WROUGHT IRON CITY
Route 114 —-DANVERS, MASS. Route 9 — NATICK — 259 Wercester St.
774-3645—-662-6578 CE 5-6301-0OL1 5-1070
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Now, go and enjoy
your own party.

______________________ :
Tr'y all the Durkee Hors d’Oeuvres

SHRIMP PUFFS e CHEESE PUFFS ® BEEF PUFFS e
ASSORTED e CHEESE STRAWS ¢ FRANKS-N-BLANKETS

BE OUR GUEST Get your 25¢ refund for serving Durkee Hors d'Oeuvres at

your next gathering. Send the tear-open strip from any Durkee Hors d'Oeuvres package to:
DURKEE FAMOUS FOODS, Dept. HD-BG, 900 Union Commerce Building, Cleveland,

Ohio 44115. Offer limited to one per famlly Expires June 30, 1971.
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Caravan continued

Methodist Church, home of
this repertory company; and
we’re talking about the liber-
ation of women. People come
to politics from different
angles, and the Caravan ar-
rived by way of the women's
movement. —“If this turns
out to be a women’s lib story,
make sure you say all the
men here are feminists too.”
More specifically, it arrived
through the evolution of its
45-month-old and still strong
running show, How To Make
A Woman, said to be a satire,
but really a provocation in
the form of satire.

Stan and Bobbi Edelson are
here— Bobbi Ausubel, now:
though 35, 15 years married
with two children, she's
taken the spirit to herself and
returned to her former name,
which is of course her fa-
ther’s name, which may or
may not be part of the prob-
lem. She and her husband
created How To Make A
Woman in 1967 as a personal
statement. :

“When the play began, we
thought each person who saw
it could go off and solve the
problem individually. Now
women's liberation raises the
possibility of solving it collec-
tively.” Bobbi. '

ALSO in the room are Joe
Volpe and David Klein, the
two men of How To Make A
Woman. Volpe has been with
Caravan since its beginnings
in 1965.

“There’ve been three major
changes in the play. A move-
ment toward finding out
what is Aili like (central
character who resists usual
female definitions). At first
she was a bitch, alienated
from the rest of society. Later
we cut off her head. And in
the latest version she is re-
jecting the roles society of-
fers her.”

Volpe is effusive with real
comic power. When he tells a
story he goes heavy on body
language, gesturing all over
the place. Klein is precise. He
holds anecdotes down to the
facts, not hesitating to cor-

rect. On stage he projects in
bursts, unlike Volpe, who
generates a more steady en-
ergy. But off stage Klein lies
low behind tight fitting glass-
es. Ausubel is cautious and
scrupulously honest. She
likes to say what she thinks,
and when she smiles, small
lines appear, reporting that
she smiles often. And Edel-
son gives the impression of
being gentle with others but
ruthless with himself. He of-
fers up items from the labo-
ratory of himself.

“Men are tremendously
threatened by the women’s
movement,” he says, ‘‘and
will be until they catch up
with the traps. Of course, the
male-female threat isn’t the
only one. It’s just one of the
consequences of being isolat-
ed. There’re others, like body
tension, power pressure dis-
eases, like Mayor White’s
ulcer.”

l HAVE asked why the
movement to unlock sex roles
has appeared from the wo-
men’s side, why the women's
liberation movement and not
the men’s; the implication of
much that is said and of the
play, How To Make A
Woman, itself, being that
men suffer as much from in-
flexible type-casting as
women. A question with an
obvious answer, perhaps.

“It’s because the women
are oppressed,” he replies,
“and the men just trapped.
But men should talk about
men’s liberation.’’—op-
pressed,” the language of the
“revolution.” Websters: v.t.,
1. to weigh heavily on the
mind, spirit, or senses of; . ..
2. to keep down by the cruel
or unjust use of power or au-
thority; burden with harsh
rigorous impositions ... 3.
(Obs.)a. tocrush;... —

Bobbi offers: “It’s because
of power. Men have more
power, and women have
more self-hate.” Does oppres-

sion, then, occur when every-

one is trapped but one ele-
ment maintains compensat-
ing prerogatives ?

The play is said to be a satire, but is
really a provocation in the form of

satire
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Very-in, this bold and beautiful bracelet from

our imaginative 18k yellow gold collection.
And at marvelous De Scenza savings. $790

...and this is-]De Scenza
big, bold 18k yellow gold rings, $97 and $125
big, bold 14k yellow QOM earrings $65
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Alfred F. De Seenza & Sons, Inc.
Diamond Merchants since 1915

387 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 02108
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Caravan continued

L ATER, Joanne Green,

another member of the com-
pany, suggests that the
movement has come from
women because it has been
women that have made the
discovery: that values here-
tofore identified as female
and negative — she names

them as caring and self-
indulgence — have been
found by women to be not so
negative after all, but
“maybe positive values.”

The discovery has led
Bobbi Ausubel, at least, to
look forward to a matri-
archy, because, she says, “a

When she smiles., small lines ap-
pear, reporting that she smiles often

Aili Singer turns to physical methods to get the attention of Joe
Volpe, playing her husband

matriarchy is not built on
power.”” She offers a brief
history of domination. “First
there was probably a collec-
tive. Then came a male-
female division of labor, and
after that maybe the keeping
of slaves. And that led into a
patriarchy which was set up
as a hierarchy. A matriarchy
is collective, and where
there’s a collective, there is
no hierarchy. Hierarchies are
male values. But matriar-
chies have a different value
system; they're not just
hierarchies with women in
control. They are founded not
on power, but on care and

continued
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you think they would do
something about the outsides!

A fortune has been spent inside this famous old furniture

foctory. We want people to see furniture displayed the way .

it was meant fo be.

Carpeted floors, decorated walls, completely coordinated
galleries of American traditional, Mediterranean, and exciting

Confemporary designs make this one of New England’s most

vnusval furniture displays. We've been so busy fixing the
inside that we havent had time to get 1o the outsides. But
one of these days. . .. ‘

In the meontime you will just have to be safisfied with
beautiful interiors and our usually unusual prices. After dll,
we have to offer something extra to make the trip worth
while. Would you like to see what it is? Then take a lovely
drive into historic New England today where you can see

and save.
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What makes the Globe so interesting?

Weekend—our regular Friday feature, keeps you
posted on the best movies, plays, records and restau-

rants. Don’t miss it.
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Caravan continued

warmth, a different way of
being toward yourself and
each other. That’s why wom-
en’s liberation can think dif-
ferently about revolution.
When you talk from a femi-
nist base, that allows a cri-
tique of all revolutions that
have happened before. The

idea is caring.”

Bobbi Ausubel looks forward to a

l QUESTION: you mean
you equate matriarchy and
collective ? Yes, she replies.
But, I suggest, many blacks
say the same thing, the only
difference being that the line
is drawn at black-white
rather than women-men.
Many ‘blacks, I say, identify
the black life style as com-

matriarchy. because., she says., “a
matriarchy is not built on power”

"

Aili and David Klein share an intimate moment

munal and offer a history
linking that life style to Afri-
can culture. Then I sit back
and wait for this Caravan
company to chuckle at the
possible tricks the mind can
play, to say something like:
‘“yeah, funny the way we all
say the same thing and put
it in our own terms. Ho, ho,
ho. Maybe people really do
have an infinite capacity
for self-deception. Anyhow,
we're all leaning the same
way.

But no, they don’t say that.
Instead they come back with
great seriousness; Bobbi then
Stan. “Oh. It’s the white man.

continued
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Open Mon.-Fri. ‘til 9 ® Sat. ‘til 6 ® BUDGET TERMS

Adorn your holiday season with the
glow of world-wide charm.

Choose from an.array of distinctive gifts
and decorative accessories available at

Shopping International.

SHOPPING INTERNATIONAL ,INc.
36 Grove Street, Wellesley

Open Daily 9:30-6:00 —Friday ‘til 9:00

Parking behind or benéuth the building

PAGE 48 BOSTON SUNDAY GLOBE, NOVEMBER 29, 1970

Caravan continued

That’s right. It’s the white
man,”’ they say. And for a mo-
ment I wonder about the
Caravan Theater, being sus-
picious of faith without
doubt, and commitment
without self-humor; and spe-
culate briefly that the rheto-
ric in each little segment of
social change obscures from
everyone the logic of the
whole pattern. A little later,
though, Bobbi says “It's a
good tool.” And I feel better.

nOW to Make a Woman is
a long one-act play. It takes
two women into a shop run by
men, where they are, essen-
tially, seduced into trying on
roles in the form of garments.
One of the women succumbs

to the lust-body role, buys it,

For a moment I wonder. being sus-
picious of faith without doubt and

as it were: the other, after
trying on that and the other
roles, big momma and little
girl, rejects all and swings
into a screaming escape from
the shop. Each role, as of-
fered, triggers memories in
the women, and they relive
birth, childhood, marriage.
The play is often very funny,
the pantomime expert, and
you are taken down into some
familiar subtleties that per-
haps you didn’t think were so
familiar. The play, though,
offers no options out of the
locked roles. And the Carav-
an company 1S content to
have it that way. —‘“The
strongest statement we could
make is that Aili have no op-
tions but to break out of the
shop.” —And yet, that conclu-

commitment without seli-humor

sion is not the one the play
started with, but is, they say,
like the discussion groups for
the audience that follow each
performance, suggested by
the spirit of the movement.

HOW To Make A Woman is
not the theater’s first play,
nor will it be the last —the
Edelsons were once reported
as saying they try to do a
Brecht every yvear, and have
done The Measures Taken
and Caucasian Chalk Circle;:
and also Genet’'s The Maid,
and Iphigenia in Aulis by Eu-
ripides, plus original improvi-
sations. And early in 1971
there will be a new play, in
the works for a year now, a
venture further down the
road already taken in How To
Make A Woman. The new
play, Jason-Medea, promises
to be heavier than the
last—the legend holds that
she killed her children as a
desperate communication
with the man: how could it
fail to be heavier.

continued

Barbara Fleischman (left) sees herself as an old woman (Anne Barclay) |




Caravan continued

' Butcher
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Complete with Black
Wrinkle ISase

Unlike Woman, Jason-
Medea presents alternatives,
and though we don’t know
what they are, we do know
they proceed in a collective
direction, and also they carry
thorough-reaching implica-
tions for the members of the
theater company.

Says Stan Edelson: “If we
put into the play what we
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think people should be doing,
we have to act on it. Believ-
ing it is not enough any more.
So, if we say that marriage is
oppressive we're going to
have to rethink our lives.”
And vyet, the process by
which the company develops
its material seems itself to be
a rethinking of the lives of

those involved.
continued

It is a cooperative theater without
any line of control on the inside. In-
stead, there is a rotating committee
to handle internal matters

Aili tries to resist the advances of the hunter (David Klein)

Hamilton and Vantage
watches are available
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Il.ungﬂ‘s peaceful motif for this vear’s
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lin spite of its quiet and earth-bound per-
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I'l'hr:* motif shows the contrast., known so
well in the Scandinavian countries during
the winter: the contrast between the
warmth and comfort indoors, and the
cold and bleak day outdoors. Kai Lange
has portrayed this feeling by the Cat,
which, like Man, enjoys brightness and
warmth and at the window captures the
few rays of light which manage to push
their way through the clouds, and where
this precious light enables the Christmas

Raose to bloom.
Plate 14.50
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Additional Pages
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Caravan continued

Improvisations on given
situations. Exploring feelings
by acting out. Pieces from
private lives incorporated
into the production. — Part of
Jason-Medea, I was told, is
built around an experience of
one of the actors, something
he remembered in a working
session. — The practice of the
theater to date, then, has
been collective. “I think of
How To Make All Woman as
a collective experience,” says
Joe Volpe. “Idon’t feel like an
actorinit.”

AND yet, the theater is
pushing the collectivization
further. It is now a coopera-
tive theater without any line
of control on the inside. In-
stead, there is a rotating com-
mittee to handle internal af-

fairs.

Why? “Because the outside

crashes in on us,” says Edel-

son. “That's the reason we're
a social theater. We break out

of a power hierarchy struc-

ture because society is be-

There’s more
to it for you . ..

. . . maybe that's how

come everybody's
reading the Globe

these days.

DON'T LOOK ANY FURTHER . . .
Choose from the largest

SELECTION ANYWHERE OF

LANE CEDAR CHENT

over 200 on Display!

Parkway Furniture Shops

1455 V.F.W. Parkway (Rte. 1)
West Roxbury—FA 5-2241

10 AM. till 9:30 P.M.-Sat. till 6 P.M.
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coming collective. Oh, not
Nixon and some of them. But
the people who are dealing
with the important changes.
So, we open our doors to it.”

One specific crash from the
outside is by telephone. Ac-
cording to Barbara Bregstein,
who handles the box office,
the theater receives three to
five performance requests
each week. Often they come
quite far—though the thea-

ter hasn’t gone west yet, How
to Make A Woman has been

performed in Utah. In addi-
tion, the Edelsons recently
traveled to Europe and found
some interest in the play
there.

§e
.i_’\_ _f:-,‘:ﬂF

“We have the wonderful di-
lemma,” says Bregstein, who
goes by the nickname Buzz,
“whether to tour the country
or to go to Europe. But we’ll
probably stay here. Some of
us think the condition of our
country is such that we ought
to stay here. There’s a de-
mand for the play. People

need it, they want it. It really
is affecting people. What
comes to mind is the phrase
‘love it or leave it’. We're sup-

posed to do the most possi-
ble.”

AND yet, sometimes, it is
the experiences that come

when you do the most possi-
continued

The Edelsons recently traveled to

N

Europe and found interest in the
play there

Barbara and Aili call each other whores in Caravan Theater production

ot
LOWREY

ORGANS

Wakefield
Center

M\ 245-3666

New England’s Largest Showroom
_~ Of Pianos and Organs

Gift Headquarters

for Pianos and Organs . . . prices
starting as lowas... $295%

Complefe Sheet Music Department

South Shore Plaza

Braintree
848-4730
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Downtown
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459-93635
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...and it’s all bursting with natural vitamin C !

Anita Bryant.

“Isn’t it nice there are so many ways to buy 100%
pure orange juice from Florida? With that
e e .. . wonderful sunshine taste! And natural vitamin C
“Don’t miss this chance nee. g _- _- - —which should be replenished daily for good
to save 10¢ on your o o . health. There's a world of refreshing energy in
favorite brand of pure % £ #_ every sip.
Florida Orange Juice?’ % s

H.

| 4

Breakfast without orange juice
is like a day without sunshine.

To the Dealer: For each coupon you

accept as our authorized agent on

the purchase by a consumer of the

specified product, we will pay you

10¢ plus 3¢ handling charges pro-

vided you and your customer have

complied with the terms of this con-

sumer offer: any other application

constitutes fraud. Coupon may not

be assigned or transferred by you.

Void when presented by outside

agency, broker or institutional user,

: o or where prg:ll]il?iited. taxed or other-
wise restricted. Your customers must
": Orange Jlllce pay any sales tax. Invoices showing
your purchase of sufficient stock 1o

. : - COVEr coupons presented for redemp-
s Mly‘ Frozen Concentrate tion must be shown on request

Ko ' _cans. three Limit one t0 a family. Cash redemp-
Z. Gafigfour (or more) 8 oz. cans, tion value: 1/20 of 1¢. Good only
cans, two (or more) 16 oz. cans; 100% ;3 US.A Redeem by mailing t

: . ‘ ierus C " P. O.
pure Chilled Juice—two 1 qt.or one 15 gal. bottleor carton. Ef‘dflé:{;f"gung‘miﬁff 373

(Good on 100% pure orange juice only) (Offer Expuess Moy 51, 1971 s}u-m
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ur Dad a new Lionel

Get yo
for C

Long after your other Christmas toys have seen their
day, your New Lionel will still be running strong. =
Ask your Dad. He knows that when Lionel builds a
train, it's built for a lifetime of real railroading
fun. And today’s New Lionel is engineered with
space-age technology to give you even more
realistic, reliable railroading fun than ever before.

The Lionel 027 Gauge is the perfect size for

I;I d | aad LibAREAR

rugged handling and easy operation. These | ral
trains are tough. Made to be played with, not |
just looked at. They're just the right size
so big hands and little hands can
maneuver the engines, cars and
accessories with no trouble.

-
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This is the famous Grand Trunk & Western.
It fits in a compact 27" x 46" space.

| o —
? ol —
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Smoother start-up, quieter running,
more speed, more climb and easier
stopping. It's self-lubricating, too. And
tested for a lifetime of dependability.
New fast-angle wheels are self-
adjusting on the turns. All the wheels
on the rolling stock are tapered so they
adjust by themselves on the curves with
real differential action. That means less
drag, less friction and less derailing.

New needlepoint free-wheeling move-
ment is the closest thing to perpetual
motion. Jewel-type free-wheeling action
gives you smoother-running operation that's
virtually friction-free. More than five times

as many cars can be pulled.

e

The New Lionel maneuvers so well you can
have all the sights and sounds in very little
space. And as it rolls on through the years you
can expand it into a miniature railroading empire
with a wide selection of snap-together

structures and accessories.

Get your Dad a new Lionel for Christmas. So you can
both enjoy a lifetime of real railroading fun.

Get this big, color railroading poster and
the complete New Lionel catalog for $1.00!

It's a real collector’s item. This stunning
21" x 35" color poster tells the picture story

of railroading from Peter Cooper’'s Tom
Thumb to the modern day Monorail Metro-
liners. And it comes with a complete Lionel
Train catalog for just a dollar. Send $1 with
your name and address to: Lionel Poster, Dept.

N, Box 1000. Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043.

LIONE

NI I e TN T O Y OV Silee OF
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Caravan continued

ble, that do the most to you. A
performance and layover at
Syracuse University in Octo-
ber demonstrates the point.

“We went, wondering
whom we should seek out
there, what community,”’ re-
ported Stan. “And we did find
one. It was a political com-
munity of White Panthers,
women’s groups and gay
liberation. They were real
power-to-the-people people.
They came on strong, but
they were not seeing us. We
were more personal and they
were more political.”

Bobbi took exception to the
distinction. ‘“Personal can be
political,” she said. “Ways of
relating can be political. But
their politics seemed to be
coming from the outside
while ours comes from in-
side. We did learn some
things from them, though.
Like why the Panthers often
insist on representing them-
selves in .court without law-
yers. It’s to make the courts
talk directly to people, in-
stead of keeping the lan-
guage and the meanings to
themselves and the lawyers.”

“One thing we noticed in
Syracuse,”’ offered Volpe,
“was that the men in the
groups didn’t look at you
when they talked to you, and
we told them about that.
Their approach was ideologi-
cal but not personal. The only
time they got personal was
when they were talking about
being injured by policemen.”

AND so it seems that the
Caravan returned from Syra-

" cuse having affirmed some-

thing about themselves: that
although their commitment
points them down the same
road the ideological revolu-
tionists are on, they come
from somewhere else, and in
fact are committed to some-
thing a little different. They
owe nothing to political ideol-
ogies or abstractions, they
owe only to the sense of their
personal lives that thev can
dredge up through theatrical
techniques. And being thea-

ter people their focus ex-
cludes what cannot find dra-
matic meaning in the com-
mon experiences of most
everyone.



“Our plays and personal
lives are so enmeshed,” says
Stan Edelson in conclusion.
But he does not say: social
change, revolution and poli-
tics are so enmeshed in our
lives. It goes without saying
that they are. But he brings
everything to bear on theater.

“Our plays are political be-
cause they change people’s
lives.” Bobbi Ausubel says.
But, by this measure, all art
of any consequence is politi-
cal; so the term is meaning-
less in this context, and one
can wonder why anyone
would bother to make such
use of it.

This theater, then, might
not be political. The Caravan
Theater is a theater in Cam-

bridge. &

o

“Parents” David and Aili force daughter Barbara to
Joe and Anne, as doctor and nurse, do their bit

- . _.- i o '-i'- i ._._ L. -_..& :I._l:I.._.-.'_ - j &=
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behave, whiil.e

| e Coultre iberates
the men.

LE( OULTRE

Memovox HPG Automatic Calendar Alarm with Sweep Second Hand (l.tor.) #940 Solid 14K top on stainless steel case Bracelet $185. Strap $160. #902 Stainless steel case. Bracelet $165 Strap $155 #921 10K Gold-filled case Bracelet $170. Sirap $155
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